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Of ficials V oice Concern at Rash of School Bombings 


By ANTHONY RIPLEY 

spwui to Tb« New York Timet 

DENVER, May 27— On Feb. 
I, a small bomb exploded in 
the basement of Central High 
School in Jackson, Miss. 

Five days later at Granger, 
Utah, an early morning bomb 
explosion and fire caused $7,00 
damage to the John F. Kennedy 
Junior High School. 

In Milwaukee on Feb. 8, a 
pipe bomb laid against an out- 
side wall of Jefferson Elemen 


and Welfare to research the 
over-all problem of school 
security and to provide plans 
and training for school admin 
istrators and police depart- 
ments. 

Hesitant to Call Police 
The grant application sub- 
mitted April 3 noted that 
schools in the past were hesit- 
ant to call in the police. How 
ever, it concludes: 

“The days when school crimes 
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tary School at 10:30 PM. shat- were called ‘infractions’ and 
tered windows and damaged consisted of lateness, smoking 
wal1 cigarettes in the lavatory or 

On Feb. 10, a fire-bomb was halls, gum chewing, using the 
ound burning on a window wrong staircase and breaking 
ledge at Stanford University’s windows are gone. Today, when 
main library at Palo Alto, Calif, the newspapers speak of mugg- 
27 Bombings in February ^g. vandalism, robbery at 

i * , knife point, assault and rape, 

samDlp 6 ^ re K ? nly a they do not refer to the under 

boS» P f}rA f fl ^Il e a^i ^ >rabl iHf S T world but t0 our schools , our 
both fire and explosive bomb- children '* 

“£7** P ,ac f to Feb- Mr. Kelly said that, although 
a i scbo °.^ a ™ d colleges over-all security was the ma- 

n i U< 2* J hey , » wer ? j° r P rob,em - situation had 
compiled by the National Bomb been brought home most dra- 

°? erat f , fcl by matically by bombings and 
Internationa^ Association of bomb threats. 

l ce * « Iri a P ur P°seIy unpublicized 

They point to a growing con- four-day meeting held in Den- 
F*™ across the nation among ver in April, more than 80 
both the police and school ad- school administrators from 30 
7 . bombings, states met with bomb experts 

a " d e xp>osions have from the chiefs association, 
moved beyond college cam- , 

puses, striking the nation’s ele- Statistics on Bombings 
mentary, junior high and high The school officials were 
schools. told that in the June to Decem- 

Though few accurate figures her period of 1970, bombing 
were kept until the Bomb Data incidents of all kinds in the 
Center was funded by the Law nation averaged 4.15 a day. 
Enforcement Association Ad- For the year 1971, the figure 
ministration beginning in July, increased to 5.64, but this year 
1970, bombing has been a mat- appears to be dropping back 
ter of growing concern since to 5.5. 

the mid-nineteen-sixties, James Because these figures have 
A. F. Kelly, assistant director been collected for only a short 
of the association's research time, it is impossible to meas- 
division, said. ure trends or predict future 

The association is seeking a variations, Mr. Kelly said. Since 
$364,000 grant from the De- the February report was is- 
partment of Health. Education sued, he added, the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation had 
taken over bomb reporting as 
part of its National Crime In- 
formation Center statistics. 

The Denver meeting was held 
with the cooperation of the 
American Association of School 
Administrators. 

Dr. Paul A. Miller, president 
of the school administrators as- 
sociation, said in Washington 
that school officials were “very 
enthusiastic” over the meeting. 

Schools were the third high- 
est category of bombing targets 
during 1971 when 2,585 bombs 
were reported to the bomb 
data center. 

1,858 Incidents Listed 
The first full study of the 
problem is a report of the data 
center’s first year of operation 
from July, 1970. through June, 
1971. It listed 1,858 bombing in- 
cidents involving 2,352 fire or 
explosive devices. 

Of 13 major targets, accord- 
ing to the report, commercial 
and manufacturing establish- 
ments were bombed most with 
705 devices, residences Were 
second at 407 and schools third 
at 297. 

Mr. Kelly said in an interview 
after the Denver meeting, ”The 
school administrators recognize 
the problem and are trying to 
address it.” 


School-police relations, he 
said, have often been rough. 

“Historically there has always 
been a high level of explosions 
and incendiaries in this so- 
ciety,” he said. “But there 
seems to be more going on now 
than ever before. 

“All sorts of destructive 
items can be put together from 
odds and ends, and our society 
is clearly running at a high 
pitch in terms of urban prob- 
lems. 

Problem of Terminology 

‘One of the problems is that 
school administrators and police 
administrators speak of inci- 
dents in the schools using dif- 
ferent terms. 

“School administrators speak 
of property losses. They may 
mean the annual loss of 50 
typewriter from their class- 
room. Police see it as theft, 
burglary or other crimes while 
the administrators often just 
budget around it. 

“Such things are frustrating 
to police because they recog- 
nize crime for what it is.” 

However, he said, the time 
has come when the two groups 
are beginning to recognize their 
mutual problems. 


